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30/11/2020 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what advice is available to parents and carers regarding their child's 

education should they not be able to attend school in person due to shielding or 

other COVID-19-related absence. (S5W-33263) 

 

John Swinney: Schools and local authorities retain the main responsibility for 
arranging remote learning for those who need to shield, self-isolate or 
quarantine. In order to broaden the options available to schools the national 
eLearning offer provides access to live lessons, recorded lessons and online 
learning and teaching materials across the Broad General Education and the 
Senior Phase. https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learningoffer/ 
Similarly, schools and authorities are responsible for providing direct advice 
and support to parents and carers on how to support their child’s learning. In 
order to complement and support the advice from schools and authorities, the 
Scottish Government’s Parent Club website provides advice on working from 
home whilst caring for children, advice on helping children with remote and 
blended learning as well as links to additional learning resources from third 
sector organisations which can help to complement the learning activities and 
advice provided by schools. 
https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus/learning-at-home?age=0. 

Parent Club also includes tailored advice to parents who are supporting 
children and young people with additional support needs 
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/supporting-children-and-young-peoplewith- 
additional-support-needs 

Education Scotland’s Scotland Learns website also provides learning 
resources and advice and support to parents and carers via online 
newsletters. 
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/  

In addition, the National Parent Forum of Scotland have developed “Nutshell” advice 
pamphlets on “Learning at Home During Lockdown” and Online Safety. 

https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_learning-athome_ 
E.pdf and 
https://www.npfs.org.uk/wpcontent/ 
uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_online_safety_E.pdf 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether in-school health services and therapy support will be 
continued through home visits for children who are advised to shield or are 
affected by school closures. (S5W-33264) 
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government guidance on Coronavirus (COVID-19): 

guidance on reducing the risks in schools is clear that support for continued 

learning should be in place for those who are unable to attend school due to 

shielding or other covid related absence. The strategic framework and the 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/


guidance on reducing the risks in schools set out that at Protection Levels 3 and 4 

there are additional considerations for pupils who may be at highest clinical risk. At 

protection level 4 a pupil will have been advised via a letter from the Chief Medical 

Officer if shielding is appropriate. The schools guidance is clear that a pupil who 

has been asked to shield may attend school if an individualised risk assessment is 

completed, including consultation with the child’s secondary care (hospital) clinical 

team, which has enabled appropriate arrangements to be put in place for them to 

do so. In the circumstances where a child or young person is unable to attend 

school due to shielding or school closure, as a result of Covid-19, school health 

services and therapeutic support will be continued where appropriate mitigations 

can be made to ensure the safety of pupils, sta f and families. This will be reflected 

in the guidance for schools in due course. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 

in light of recent studies presented to the UK Government that reportedly show that 

the number of school-aged children with COVID-19 has risen considerably in the 

second wave when compared to the first; whether it has commissioned similar 

research in Scotland, and, if so, whether this will be published. (S5W-33269) 

John Swinney: In Scotland we are fortunate to have evidence which shows us 

how well local authorities, teachers, other school staff, children and young people 

have worked to mitigate the risks of Covid-19 since schools reopened. Public 

Health Scotland publish regular data updates which show the number of tests, and 

cases, amongst children and young people since the onset of the pandemic. 

 

These data are regularly reviewed, and published by the COVID-19 Education 

Recovery Group (CERG). In addition, Public Health Scotland (PHS) recently (18 

November) published summary statistics on Covid-19 infections in pupils ( 

https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among- school-

pupils-in-scotland/ ) and the latest evidence from the Covid-19 Advisory Sub-Group 

on Education and Children’s Issues (https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-

covid-19-evidence-on-children- schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-

transmission-from-covid-19---summary-report/ ) was published on the same day. 

 
Specifically in relation to cases of Covid-19 in schools, PHS data demonstrate that in 
Scotland in the first 9 weeks of term 1,621 positive test cases were associated with 
schoolchildren. That is only 0.2% of almost 700,000 school children. Furthermore, 
the data also shows over 75% of schools in Scotland did not have any pupils at all 
who tested positive. More detailed analyses are underway and will be available 
shortly. 

 
The Advisory Sub-Group evidence supports this by showing that the rate of 

absences among pupils due to Covid-related sickness is low. For example, at 12 

November, this represented 0.1% of all pupils. The evidence also shows no 

difference between Covid-19 positivity rates in teachers and school staff relative to 

other worker groups of a same age. Nor is there any direct evidence that 

transmission of the virus within schools plays a significant role in driving rates of 

infection among children. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-


The Advisory Sub-Group evidence is informed by reports endorsed by UK SAGE. 

This reinforces our view that the benefits young people gain from being in school 

outweigh the overall impact on schools of transmission rates. 

 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

whether it considers that school-aged children are more likely than adults to bring 

a COVID-19 infection into a household. (S5W-33270) 

John Swinney: Currently, the extent to which children contribute to transmission 

of Covid-19 is not completely understood. However, Public Health Scotland (PHS) 

publish data on cases amongst children and young people each week and there 

are a number of recent publications, which look at transmission, including to 

households: 

 

The Covid-19 Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children’s Issues published 

a summary report on 18 November setting out a brief summary of evidence on 

children and transmission. This can be found at: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children- 

schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-transmission-from- 

covid-19---summary-report/ 
 
The Children’s Task & Finish Group published a paper on 13 November, 

which was endorsed by UK SAGE, and is available at: Coronavirus (COVID-

19) Infection Survey, UK - Office for National Statistics and Public Health 

Scotland published summary statistics on 18 November on Covid-19 

infections in pupils in Scottish schools, which can be accessed at: 

https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among- 

school-pupils-in-scotland/ 

 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what steps it has taken to protect (a) teachers and (b) families from COVID-19 

infection transmitted by school-aged children. (S5W-33271) 

 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government’s guidance on reducing risks in schools 

is intended to keep schools safe, open and welcoming. It takes full account of the 

evolving COVID-19 situation in Scotland, the experience of reopening schools to 

date, the advice received from scientific and public health experts and the advice 

of the Education Recovery Group and other key stakeholders including children 

and young people. 
 

The protective measures set out in that guidance represent the ‘core’ or standard 

protective measures that should be in place in all schools across all five protection 

levels within the Strategic Framework. At levels 3 and 4 of the Strategic 

Framework, some enhanced protective measures have been identified which aim 

to tackle specific areas of higher potential risk as prevalence increases, including 

for those people most clinically at risk. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-transmission-from-covid-19---summary-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-transmission-from-covid-19---summary-report/
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-pupils-in-scotland/
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-pupils-in-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-transmission-from-covid-19---summary-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-transmission-from-covid-19---summary-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-on-children-schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-and-transmission-from-covid-19---summary-report/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/6november2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/6november2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/6november2020
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-pupils-in-scotland/
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-pupils-in-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/


Changes in incidence of COVID-19, and the impact of implementation of this 

guidance in schools, will be closely monitored at the national and local level. The 

guidance will be kept under review and updated when necessary. 

 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

whether it has sought to quantify the level of (a) absence and (b) repeated absence 

among senior school pupils as a result of (i) COVID-19 infection and (ii) self-

isolation due to close contact with COVID-19 cases in school and, if so, whether it 

will publish this information; what it considers the impact of this will be on student 

attainment, particularly in national exams scheduled for the summer term in 2021, 

and what advice it has given to local authorities to ensure continuity of learning and 

teaching. (S5W-33272) 

John Swinney: Learner absences are being monitored and all currently available 

data is published on our website. This can be accessed at: 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/COVID19- 

SchoolsandChildcareInformation/Introduction 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for- scotland/ 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-education-recovery-group-children- and-

young-people-infographic/ 
 

At present, learners who require to learn at home during periods of self- isolation 

should be supported to receive remote learning. A National e- Learning 

Partnership between the Scottish Government, Education Scotland, Directors of 

Education and the e-Sgoil was established in June. Schools and local authorities 

have been putting their own arrangements in place for localised remote learning for 

individuals or groups as required since August 2020. 

 

SQA are looking at the role of the exceptional circumstances process for disruptions 
to individual and small groups of pupils to ensure that their attainment can be fairly 
recognised. 

Our ambition remains for Higher and Advanced Higher exams to proceed if possible. 
It must, however, be safe to do so and it must be fair to leaners. We are monitoring 
the position closely and listening to all the different views on this matter. Further 
evidence and intelligence, including total absences for individual learners, is being 
gathered to inform any decisions. 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the impact of COVID-19 on the teaching workforce for 
the 2020-21 academic year. (S5W-33293) 

John Swinney: We are acutely aware of the pressures that school staff are 
currently operating under as a result of the challenges of COVID-19. Staff will 
understandably be anxious about their own wellbeing and will be dealing with 
practical implications of Covid measures and mitigations in a school setting. 
To address these issues, we have provided £80m for councils to recruit 
additional teachers, and other education support staff to help education 
recovery. While precise numbers will vary according to need, the additional 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-education-recovery-group-children-and-young-people-infographic/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-education-recovery-group-children-and-young-people-infographic/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-
http://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-education-recovery-group-children-


£80m is enough for around 1,400 teachers and 200 support staff. Current 
figures show that an additional 1,303 teachers have already been recruited. 
School staff will be offered new support as part of a £1.5 million funding 
package to help manage additional pressures as a direct result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This package of support for school staff, developed in 
partnership with organisations represented on the Education Recovery Group, 
provides direct access to a range of focused supports including coaching, 
reflective supervision and opportunities for school staff to learn together 
through the challenges presented by Covid-19. 

A recent survey by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) shows no evidence 
of differences in the positivity rates of pre-school, primary and secondary 
school teachers and staff, relative to other worker groups of a similar age. 
Data from Public Health Scotland also shows that the proportion of positive 
test cases from adults aged 18+ who reported they were employed and their 
occupation was “education/childcare” has remained largely constant since late 
August at between 3 and 7%. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what discussions it has had with the General Teaching Council for Scotland to 

ensure that student teachers who miss more than five days' placement due to 

self-isolating in relation to COVID-19 will not fail courses. (S5W-33295) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has regular discussions with the 
General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS) in regard to student placements. 

 

The GTCS and key stakeholders produced guidance on student teacher 

professional placements for the period to December 2020 which was issued to all 

local authorities. This states that if a student teacher considers that they have 

exceptional circumstances this should be discussed with their university in the first 

instance. Universities have issued communications to students advising them of 

the position on student placements including absence due to self-isolation. 

 
The GTCS is in almost daily contact with the Scottish Council of Deans of 

Education and the Association of Directors of Education in Scotland to monitor 

students’ placements and discuss contingency plans to deal with the impacts of 

COVID-19. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government what support it is providing to people who are not 

able to access education in person due to being clinically extremely vulnerable to 

COVID-19, including people with cystic fibrosis. (S5W-33332) 

John Swinney: Schools and local authorities retain the main responsibility for 

arranging remote learning for those at highest clinical risk, including people 

with cystic fibrosis. 

In order to broaden the options available to schools the national e-learning offer 

provides access to live lessons, recorded lessons and online learning and 

teaching materials across the Broad General Education and the Senior Phase. 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-offer/ 



Similarly, schools and authorities are responsible for providing direct advice and 

support to parents and carers on how to support their child’s learning. In order to 

complement and support the advice from schools and authorities, the Scottish 

Government’s Parent Club website provides advice on working from home whilst 

caring for children, advice on helping children with remote and blended learning as 

well as links to additional learning resources from third sector organisations which 

can help to complement the learning activities and advice provided by schools. 

https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus/learning-at-home?age=0. 

Parent Club also includes tailored advice to parents who are supporting children 

and young people with additional support needs 

https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/supporting-children-and-young-people- 

with-additional-support-needs 

 

Education Scotland’s Scotland Learns website also provides learning resources 

and advice and support to parents and carers via online 

newsletters.https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/  

 

In addition, the National Parent Forum of Scotland have developed “Nutshell” 

advice pamphlets on “Learning at Home During Lockdown” and Online Safety. 

https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_learning-at- 

home_E.pdf and https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp- 

content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_online_safety_E.pdf 

The Scottish Government guidance on Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on 

reducing the risks in schools takes into account the arrangements for children and 

young people who may be asked to shield at protection level 4. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to support the early 

educational development of children who have been unable to obtain spaces at 

their local nurseries because of the COVID-19 capacity restrictions. (S5W-33345) 

Maree Todd: Scotland’s Strategic Framework emphasises the commitment to 

prioritise keeping schools and regulated childcare, including early learning and 

childcare (ELC), open while ensuring the safety of children and young 

people and the staff who have worked hard to keep settings open. This recognises 

the unique impacts of closures on children and young people, and ensures that the 

virus does not prevent them receiving the best start in life. 
 

While the current public health measures set out in the ELC guidance may have 

some impact on capacity, we have removed earlier measures that reduced number 

of children that could be accommodated for in each setting, while maintaining a 

package of age appropriate public health measures based on the latest expert 

advice from the Advisory Sub Group on Education and Children’s Issues. The 

guidance allows services to continue safely, without reducing access even in the 

highest level tier set out in the Strategic Framework. The recent Delivery Assurance 

assessment of 1140 with Local Authorities shows that the ELC guidance is not 

significantly impacting capacity for the sector. 

 

http://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus/learning-at-home?age=0
http://www.parentclub.scot/articles/supporting-children-and-young-people-
http://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/edd/2020/05/NPFS_learning-at-
http://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-


To support the ELC sector the Transitional Support Fund was launched to help 

day care of children providers in the private, voluntary and not-for profit sectors, 

including out-of-school care providers, meet the extra costs incurred to comply 

with public health guidance in response to COVID-19. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government how the most recent limit on nursery numbers in 

response to COVID-19 was decided. (S5W-33346) 

Maree Todd: All of the guidance and restrictions on childcare provision is based on 

scientific and expert advice including advice from the Advisory Sub- Group on 

Education and Children’s Issues. 

 

The most recent advice from the Advisory Sub-Group , published on 30 October, 
states that given the evidence base they support a move to cohort sizes for 

children under five in line with those aged 5-12 assuming the level of infection 

remains low, appropriate surveillance, test and protect and all the other appropriate 

mitigations and measures are in place. 

 
The guidance on reducing the risks in schools states that in primary schools it may 

be appropriate to have groups organised according to full-class sizes. 

Full class sizes in primary schools are governed by Scottish Negotiating Committee 

for Teachers agreements and regulations, and range from 25-33. 
 

The guidance for the Early Learning and Childcare sector outlines that it would be 

reasonable for children to be managed in groups up to the size encountered in 

primary school, for example no more than 25 to 33 children in any one group. The 

adult to child ratios in the national care standards must 

continue to apply. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to children from the 

same family participating in multiple COVID-19 bubbles in two different nurseries 

rather than being part of the same bubble in the same nursery. (S5W-33347) 

Maree Todd: All of the guidance and restrictions on childcare provision in response 
to COVID-19 is based on scientific and expert advice. Scottish Government 

guidance does not restrict children within one household from attending separate 

ELC settings. The most recent guidance for Early Learning and Childcare sector 

states that in order to minimise the number of contacts and risk of transmission, 

attendance at multiple ELC settings should be reduced as far as possible. Parents 

and carers are encouraged and should be supported to limit the number of settings 

their child attends, ideally ensuring their child only attends the same setting 

consistently. 

 
However, the balance of scientific advice supports the use of more settings where 

required to ensure high quality childcare is available to children and in support of 

parents’ need. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub-group-on-education-and-childrens-issues---advice-on-coronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub-group-on-education-and-childrens-issues-advice-on-face-coverings-physical-distancing-and-related-matters/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-learning-and-childcare-services/pages/overview/


Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to ensure that all working families 

can get access to the childcare that they need during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

(S5W-33348) 

Maree Todd: During lockdown, when schools and childcare settings were closed, 

critical childcare was provided for children of keyworkers to allow parents to 

continue to attend work which was critical to national infrastructure. 

 

Reopening of the regulated childcare sector, including Early Learning and 
Childcare (ELC), school age childcare and childminding services, has taken place 

in stages since June. This has reinstated childcare options to working families. 

 

Scotland’s Strategic Framework emphasises that we will prioritise keeping schools 

and regulated childcare, including early learning and childcare, open while 

ensuring the safety of children and young people and the staff who have worked 

hard to keep settings open. 

 

In partnership with local authorities, we have continued to progress the expansion 

of statutory ELC entitlement to 1140 hours despite the disruption caused by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 14 councils are already delivering 1140 hours to all families, 

with more on track to move to full roll-out of 1140 in the new year. All local 

authorities have been providing at l ast the 600 hours existing statutory entitlement 

to families since August. 

 

Most families are also able to continue to access informal childcare, although this 

is restricted to essential childcare only in level 4 areas. However, this will still 

enable most families who require informal childcare to support their employment to 

continue to access this. 
 

We also continue to ensure that families can access up to date information about 

childcare by regularly sharing information via the Parent Club website. 

 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government whether teachers and school staff who were previously shielding 

should attend school in person in areas under Level 4 restrictions in its COVID-19 

Strategic Framework. (S5W-33349) 

John Swinney: The Chief Medical Officer wrote to those on the shielding list and 
live within a level 4 area, and those who live work or attend school in a level 4 

area. The letter sets out the considerations needed to ensure that appropriate 

arrangements can be made to ensure that school staff can attend work, and the 

arrangements that should be made if that is not the case. 

 

The Scottish Government (COVID-19): guidance on reducing the risks in schools 

sets out the position for teachers and school staff on the arrangements which will 

apply when protection level 4 is applied. 

 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government whether the advice to pupils who are shielding not to attend school in 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/


person in areas under Level 4 restrictions in its COVID-19 Strategic Framework 

also applies to siblings in the same household. (S5W-33350) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government Guidance on Coronavirus (COVID-

19): shielding advice and support and Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on 

reducing the risks in schools are clear on the arrangements for the attendance at 

school for those shielding at protection level 4. This includes that following an 

individualised risk assessment, taking account of clinical advice, those on the 

shielding list may be able to attend school if appropriate arrangements can be 

made. The guidance does not make any requirements of the siblings of shielding 

pupils in relation to their attendance at school. 

 
The strategic framework is clear that it is for individuals to make informed 

decisions about the risks and how to balance the benefits of protection with quality 

of life. There is no requirement to distance from family members, or for 

family members not to attend school. 
 

2/12/2020 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-26737 by John 

Swinney on 10 January 2020, whether it will provide an update on the review of 

the home education guidance. (S5W-33331) 

John Swinney: As set out in my letter to the Public Petitions Committee on 18 

September 2020, my officials have been actively engaging with a range of 

stakeholders with a view to consulting on new draft guidance. This is a 

continuation of the work started in 2019, now taking into account any updates we 

need to consider regarding the impact of COVID-19 and the increased interest in 

Home Education. 

 

These revisions will update the guidance to reflect changes to the education policy 

and legislation over the last decade. Final timescales are still to be set. However, I 

will ensure that the consultation on new draft Home Education Guidance is shared 

with the Committee and yourself as soon as it is published. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government for what reason there appears to be a distinction in 

its COVID-19 guidance regarding the use of buses to transport children to schools 

and nurseries. 

Holding answer issued: 02 December 2020 

(S5W-33344) 

John Swinney: A holding answer was provided. 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what advice and support is available to teachers and education staff 

about pregnancy in the workplace and COVID-19, and what assessment it has 

made of the consistency of (a) its and (b) local authority policies for them on 

homeworking, (S5W-33361) 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/pages/changes-to-shielding-advice/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/pages/changes-to-shielding-advice/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/pages/changes-to-shielding-advice/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/protection-levels-3-and-4/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/protection-levels-3-and-4/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/protection-levels-3-and-4/


John Swinney: Safety of staff in schools is paramount. Teachers are entitled to feel 
safe at work and we expect schools and local authorities to make sure appropriate 

arrangements are in place for them. 
 

Our latest guidance on reducing coronavirus (COVID-19) risks in schools, 

published on 30 th October, says schools and local authorities should follow the 

Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists advice to try to keep the risk of 

exposure as low as is practically possible to pregnant women, particularly in the 

third trimester. Normal pregnancy risk assessments should also be undertaken, 

and appropriate attention paid to mental health and wellbeing. 

 
We are working with local authorities to keep implementation of the guidance 

under review, and where there is a need to take further action, we will work 

with staff, trade unions and local authorities to do so. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government whether the travel exemptions regarding education 

only apply to schools, universities and colleges, or whether other forms of training 

courses are included. (S5W-33403) 

Jamie Hepburn: There is an exception to the travel restrictions for work purposes, 
and also for accessing, providing or receiving education or training. This means 
education or training both in formal education establishments and elsewhere. The 
Scottish Government recognises the need for people to undertake essential travel 
for the purposes of training (both work-related and other training) where this cannot 
be undertaken at home. When local authority areas have entered into protection 
levels 3 or 4, we would ask that online approaches are considered in the first 
instance when providing services or training. We would urge anyone who is required 
to travel for essential purposes to take all necessary precautions and avoid car 
sharing where possible. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government how many (a) pupils and (b) teachers have 

contracted COVID-19 in schools in each month since August 2020. (S5W-33512) 

John Swinney: We do not hold information on pupils and teachers who have 
contracted Covid-19 in schools. 
 

Information on the number and percentage of positive cases among people who 

report working in education/childcare, by week, is reported in the PHS weekly 

statistical report - https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and- 

data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/ (see table 9). 

 

Information on the number of positive cases among children of educational age, 

by week is reported here: https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications- and-

data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/25- november-

2020/dashboard/ (see ‘trend charts’ and select ‘cases and testing among children 

and young people’). 

 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/25-november-2020/dashboard/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/25-november-2020/dashboard/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/25-november-2020/dashboard/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/25-november-2020/dashboard/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/25-november-2020/dashboard/


Information on the number of pupils who have been identified as Covid-19 
cases in Term 1, by week can be found here: 

https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among- 

school-pupils-in-scotland/ 
 

3/12/20 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government for what reason there appears to be a distinction in 

its COVID-19 guidance regarding the use of buses to transport children to schools 

and nurseries. (S5W-33344) 

John Swinney: Scottish Government guidance sets out the requirements that 
apply to arrangements used to transport children and young people to school. 

Typically, local authorities provide dedicated school transport services primarily for 

the use of school pupils. Following scientific advice from the COVID-19 Advisory 

Sub Group on Education and Children’s Issues, the guidance provides that 

dedicated school transport can be regarded as an extension of the school estate 

and it is not necessary to maintain physical distance between children and young 

people travelling on such services. 

 
Where either young children travelling with their parents to nursery or school 

children are using public transport, these services are subject to the requirement to 

physically distance due to the range of ages of the passengers they are used by. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish whether higher education students returning home at the end of 

the current term will be considered as essential travel and therefore exempt from 

travel restrictions. (S5W-33360) 

 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33579 on 

26 November 2020, in which the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 

Education and Skills outlined the amending Regulations made to the Health 

Protection (Coronavirus)(Restrictions and Requirements)(Local Levels)(Scotland) 

Regulations 2020 to allow students to return home at the end of term. 
 

From 27 November 2020, there is an exemption to the travel restrictions for 

students travelling to or from any local authority area in Scotland, if the purpose is 

to facilitate the formation of an "end of term household". 
 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 

website, the search facility for which can be found at 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx . 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government, in light of travel restrictions in Level 3 and 4 

areas, whether parents or other family members will be allowed to travel to collect 

students at universities or colleges to bring them home for the Christmas holidays. 

(S5W-33377) 

https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-pupils-in-scotland/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33579 on 
26 November 2020, in which the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 

Education and Skills outlined the amending Regulations made to the Health 

Protection (Coronavirus)(Restrictions and Requirements)(Local Levels)(Scotland) 

Regulations 2020 to allow students to return home at the end of term. 

 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 

website, the search facility for which can be found at 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx . 

 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government how the COVID-19 testing process for students will be run. 
Holding answer issued: 03 December 2020 

(S5W-33379) 

John Swinney: A holding answer was provided. 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-
32700 by Richard Lochhead on 18 November 2020, whether it will provide the 
information that was requested regarding what support it can provide to students 
who are unable to access jobs that they have to support their studies in the event 
they are required to self-isolate for two weeks before the Christmas holidays. 
(S5W-33380) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government recognises that this has been and 

continues to be an extremely difficult time for students, particularly for those who 

would normally have taken up employment opportunities during their studies. 

 
Eligible students in Further and Higher Education have continued to access bursary, 

grant and loan payments throughout the pandemic. 
 

In addition to that, the Scottish Government provided emergency funding earlier 

this year of £5 million to support students impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. We 

also provided early access to £11.4 million of Higher Education Discretionary 

Funds to support students over the summer period and into this academic year. 

£2M was brought forward for Further Education students at college by the Scottish 

Funding Council. 

 

I also announced a Digital Inclusion Fund of £5 million to support access to digital 

equipment and tackle digital poverty. 
 

Further to this, the First Minister announced £1.32 million of additional funding to 

help students deal with the mental health impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

If students are facing financial hardship due to the reduced employment 

opportunities as a result of Covid-19, they should continue to apply for discretionary 

fund support from their college or university. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


We expect colleges and universities to take every possible step to look after 

students’ wellbeing. Universities Scotland’s Consistent Core of Care package 

commits every institution to providing regular check-ins for self-isolating students, 

help with groceries, cleaning supplies and internet access. 

 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government what guidance it has published for students who will require 

public transport to return home at Christmas. (S5W-33382) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33579 on 

26 November 2020, in which the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 

Education and Skills outlined the amending Regulations made to the Health 

Protection (Coronavirus)(Restrictions and Requirements)(Local Levels)(Scotland) 

Regulations 2020 to allow students to return home at the end of term and 

accompanying guidance, which includes travel and transport guidance for 

students. 

 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 

website, the search facility for which can be found at 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx . 
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